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training should take, it is worth studying the methods at present 
available. These methods are four in number:—

(1) practical experience as an assistant to an architect special­
izing in work on ancient buildings, or in the Ancient Monuments 
Department of the Ministry of Works;

(2) practical experience of various kinds organized by the 
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildin gs for holders of 
their Lethaby Scholarship;

(3) academic and practical training given in the Certificate 
Course in Preservation and Restoration of Historical Buildings, 
instituted in 1950 in the Bartlett School of Architecture, London 
University;

(4) lectures and visits given in the special short courses arran ged 
from 1952 onwards by the York Civic Trust.

All of these apply to architects already qualified, or who, if they 
have not actually taken final qualifications, are in course of so doing. 
Of the four methods, the first is that which has produced almost all 
of those specialists now in practice and, however supplemented by 
more academic work, the need for such � �����"�*�������� practical experi­
ence remains essential. It does not, however, lend itself to any form 
of qualifying test, for which some other provision must be made.

Of the three more intensive types of course offered, that of the 
S.P.A.B. approaches most nearly to the ideal, consisting as it does 
of carefully arranged practical experience with different architects 
on various types of conservation work and surveys, opportunities 
to inspect craft processes and to attend conferences and lectures on 
related subjects. It suffers from the very small trust funds available, 
which limit the awards to a number far too low to have any appre­
ciable effect on the general problem of training. In any case, the 
special virtue of the system is its highly individual approach, and it 
is hard to see how it could be extended, even were funds available, 
to the training of considerable numbers of students.

Short courses of the kind organized at York have the value of 
being easily attended even by those actually in practice, and it has 
been found that they have in fact been extensively patronised by 
relatively senior architects, surveyors and others concerned. As a 
means of refreshing the conservator’s knowledge of up-to-date 
methods of treatment, courses of this type have great possibihties, 
but they are obviously quite inadequate as a qualification.

There remains the type of course at present exemplified by that 
offered at London University. This is, of course, available only to 
those living or working in the London district, and to provide for
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